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FURTHER ADDITIONS TO THE MARINE FISH FAUNA OF
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Six species of fish are newly recorded for South

Australia, most on the basis ot single specimens.

One species, liUacanthus ni^rr, represents the first

record of the family Idiacanlhidac in the region.

A seventh species {Mfetavelifer nmldriuliuftts) and

family ( Veliferidae), are reported from South

Australian waters for the first time. I 'our of the

species uere included in a checklist for the south

cast of the State 1 but without further details. All

species reported here have been recorded else-

where in temperate waters around Australia; some

also in tropical waters. All occur beyond Austra-

lia.

Some of the species are acknowledged wide-

ranging oceanic forms iHosanchtis griscux, Gas-

lerochisma mthimpus, Makaira indica and La$Q~

cephaius tagocephalns, but lack of supplementary

records does not indicate permanent extensions of

distribution into the South Australian region. As
with some earlier records--7 these latter records

probably represent vagrants.

the discovery of //. griseus, I. niper and Cyttus

novitczehtnrfiue reflect recent increased dcepwntcr

commercial fishing oft South East South Australia.

Family Hexanchidae. ffesuru lifts prisons ( Bon-

naterre. 17SS).

A specimen (Fig. 1) was copiurcd on a long-

line, set at 329 m depth, on a fiat "muddy" sea

bed, about 46 km southwest of Bcachporl. S. Aust.

(approx. 37 43S. I3S*33'E), on 17.vii.t9S2, by

K. Morgan.
//. griseus has been recorded in Australia off

Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales, be-

tween Port Fairy (Vic.) and Norah Head

F|g. 1. IhMHuhns yrist'Ns. SAM F474G, Tl, 1450

mm

(N.S.W. )
s - unpuht. reifc,

t \[ fa found in tropical and

temperate waters worldwide."

Family Idiacanthidae. hfhicantlnts tii^r Regan,

1914.

One specimen (big. 2) was trawled, at 549 m
depth, about 47 km southwest of Cape Button, S.

Aust. (approx. ST52% 139 43'1:>, in iv.1981, by

J.Sealey.

/. ntf*er has been recorded in Australia in deep

water 'oft western Vic. and N.S.WMvmpubi. rccsj,

and is also known off New Zealand, Chile and

South Africa 1 ' 1 ' 11
.

Family Veliferidae, Mcttivdijer nudt'tradiatns

(Regan, 1907).

A specimen (Tig. 3) was trawled, at 40 m
depth, 4 km southeast of Evans Island, near

Ceduna. S. Aust. (approx. 32 24'S, l33°3i'E).

on 3,xi.l9S3, by A. Olsen.

M. umUirad'tatus has been reported previously

from W.A., N.S.W. 1 -, and "the Great Australian

Bighr i:!
. It has been recorded also (but not re-

ported) in the Great Australian Bight specifically

off the S. Aust. coasU'"Pi'bi.rccs.. Beyond Australia,

the nominal Vclijcr nutltispinosus Smith, 1 95 1

,

from southeast Africa, is a synonym ol A/, tunlti-

hich'attis'1 *.

Fig. 2. Icliftcanlltus tiii.'cr, SAM F4757. TL 4(H) mm
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Fig. 3. Metavelifer multiradiatus. SAM F4746. TL
109 mm.

Family Zeidae. Cvttus novaezelandiae (Arthur,

1885).

Five specimens (Fig. 4) were trawled, at 549
m depth, about 47 km southwest of Cape Buffon,

S. Aust. (approx. 37°52'S, 139°43'E), in iv.1981,

by J. Sealey.

C. novaezelandiae has been recorded in Austra-
lia from Tasmania, Vic. and N.S.W. 8 It is also
known from New Zealand10 .

Family Scombridae. Gasterochisma melampus
Richardson, 1845.

A specimen (Fig. 5) was trolled, about 23 km
west-northwest of Port MacDonnell, S. Aust. (ap-

prox. 38°03'S, 140°26'E), on 7.vi.l982, by I, J.

Carrison.

G. melampus has been recorded in Australia
from off Tas., Vic, N.S.W. and Qld.« It is also

known from other temperate waters of the

southern hemisphere, e.g. New Zealand, Argen-
tina and South Africa10 -

11
.

Fig. 4. Cyttus novaezelandiae.
(largest specimen) 195 mm.

SAM F4745. TL

Family Istiophoridae.

1831).

Makaira indica (Cuvier,

A dead specimen (Fig. 6) was found floating

at the surface near the grain wharf at Thevenard,
S. Aust. (pprox. 32°09'S, 133°39'E), on 15.iv.

1983, by A. E. & D. J. Holder. Fisheries officer

J. N. R. Smith took the photograph (Fig. 6) and
measurements. A. E. Holder of Thevenard kept

only the head.

Fig. 5. Gasterochisma melampus. SAM F4759. TL
970 mm.

k. i.

Fie. 6. Makaira indica. TL 3820 mm,
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M. indlca has been recorded in Australia from

W.A. (Shark Bay and off Albany) and N.S.W.

(Port Stephens) (unpubl. recs.). It ranges widely in

circumglobal temperate and tropical waters15 .

Family Tetraodontidae. Lagocephalus lago-

cephalus (Linnaeus, 1758).

A dead specimen (Fig. 7) was found on the

beach near the jetty at Port MacDonnell, S. Aust.

(approx. 38°03'S, 140°42'E), on 9.V.1983, by P.

Cawthorne.

L. lagocephalus has been recorded in Australia

from Tasmania8 . This species is well known in the

Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans 1 ' 1
.

Those persons mentioned (all professional

fishermen) are thanked for collecting and donating

the specimens to the South Australian Museum.

G. Bond (Arena Sports Store, Mt Gambier) and

J. N. R. Smith (S.A. Dept. of Fisheries) are

thanked for assistance with the L. lagocephalus

and M. indlca specimens respectively.

Fig. 7. Lagocephalus lagocephalus. SAM F4733. TL 520 mm.
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